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Owensboro senior Chase McNulty, who’s graduating this May with a degree in biology, plans
on going to veterinary school at the University of Wisconsin-Madison for another four years
of school to receive his doctorate in veterinary medicine.

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Mount Vernon, Ind., senior Kristin Guthrie, who has recently been interning at the WKU Alive
Center, is going abroad with the Peace Corps to teach English in Asia. “I do it because it feels
good for me,” she said about volunteering.

VALUE OF A DEGREE
Students conﬁdent about life after college
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

More people are graduating from Western this year
than ever before, with a record
2,051 degrees to be awarded
on May 14-15.
Many of those students are
counting on the fact that they
will earn more money with a
college degree.
Some researchers are questioning exactly how much
more college grads make than
students who don’t attend college, according to a Wall Street
Journal article.
The original claim that
college grads make $800,000
more over a lifetime than high
school grads has been challenged, according to the article. Researchers point out that
amount doesn't include several
factors, including debt from
college loans.
Four soon-to-be graduates shared their post-Western
plans and talked about how
their degree has value despite

SGA gives
most of
org aid

any uncertainties about the
“It doesn’t freak me out, beeconomy.
cause I’ve still got four years
Owensboro senior Chase of classes in front of me,” McMcNulty is graduating with Nulty said. “The thought of
a degree in biology and an getting a job is just so far reanimal science minor. He’ll be moved from what I’m thinking
going to veterinary school at right now.”
the University of WisconsinEntering graduate school
Madison in the fall.
means he’ll have higher
McNulty has known since debts than a lot of his classhe was 5 years old that he mates, but he said he’s willwanted to be a veterinarian, ing to undertake those debts
because he’s always loved ani- because it’s in pursuit of his
mals and the attachment peo- dream.
ple have to their pets, he said.
“I wouldn’t trade it for
He said he thinks his edu- something I’m not passionate
cation here has been superb, about,” he said.
and his degree from Western is
Kristin Guthrie, a senior
competitive with any school in from Mount Vernon, Ind., will
the nation.
be entering the Peace Corps
A college degree today is next year as an English teacher
almost as expected as a high in Asia.
school degree was 50 years
Although she changed her
ago, and it’s hard to pursue major three times before setmost careers without a degree, tling on corporate communication, she knew from the
McNulty said.
He said it’s hard to think beginning that she wants to
about entering the real world eventually work for a nonlike a lot of his friends are, profit organization.
because he’s not even close to
that.
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For some, graduation next week will mean
graduate school, an internship or a job. But others are uncertain about what will come next.
Amanda Brown, a Gamaliel senior and accounting major, said she doesn’t really have a
plan after graduation.
“I’m looking for a job, and I considered
going on and getting my master's, but I don’t
think I want to do that now,” she said. “It’s
kind of stressful not knowing what’s going to
happen in a few days. After May 15, I don’t
know where I’m going to live or how I’ll get
income.”
Brown said there are some advantages to
not having her future set in stone.
“It keeps you open-minded,” she said. “I
could end up anywhere. I still have the ability
to choose what I do. Who knows? I might get
to experience something really awesome.”
Some graduates face the question of what
to do with open-ended degrees.
Allison Taylor, a senior from Jeffersonville,
Ind., said her college career has flown by.

By MARY BARCZAK

Student Government Association nearly emptied its pockets of
organizational aid money this
year.
SGA gave almost $40,000 in
org aid money to 71 campus organizations.
Administrative Vice President
Justin Thurman said $39,050 of
the $40,000 budgeted for org aid
was spent. The remaining $950
went to scholarships and other
senate expenses.
“Everything’s gone better
than planned this year,” Thurman
said.

By EMILY WADLEY

By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE & KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

BG crews clean up after ﬂood
City officials are still trying to clean up Bowling
Green after last Sunday’s heavy rain and flooding.
Bobby Phelps, operations manager for Bowling
Green Public Works, said cleanup crews have averaged about eight hours a day since Sunday.
“It’s going to take a while,” he said.
Phelps said the crews have been putting up high
water and road closure signs, barricades and traffic
cones where needed.
As of Wednesday, some roads, such as 11th
Street, are still blocked off, he said.
Phelps said he expects cleanup to be done by
about the end of next week, but then the department
will start on the repairs to building structures that
were damaged.
David Weisbrodt, Bowling Green’s safety and
risk manager, said the city hasn’t been hit with a
storm like the one last weekend for about 30 years.
“The storm that we received this past weekend
was unprecedented,” he said.
Weisbrodt said he thinks that from a safety
standpoint, the city was prepared for the storm.

news@chherald.com

Students uncertain about
post-graduation plans

SUN. 66˚/ 48˚

JONATHAN GARCIA/HERALD

Rickey Jones, who works for the Warren County Public Works department, pumps water
through a storm drain behind Kenton Street to clear it of debris. Jones patrols areas of
the county to make sure drains aren’t clogged, especially after heavy storms.

MON. 73˚/ 57˚
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friday
Limber for Life exercise class
9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the Health &
Wellness Center/Greenwood Mall,
2625 Scottsville Road
Red Cross Blood Drive
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Red
Cross, 430 Center St.
Wine tasting
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at all Chuck’s
Liquor locations: 3513 Louisville
Road, 386 Three Springs Road,
575 Veterans Memorial Blvd. and
1640 Scottsville Road Suite 700
Martini Madness
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Miki’s on Main,

Fill in the grid
so that every
column and
every 3x3 box
contains the
digits 1-9 with
no repeats.
Solutions, tips
and computer
program at
www.sudoku.
com.

BG League of Bicyclists Club
Ride
8 a.m. at Chaney’s Dairy Barn,
9191 Nashville Road
WKONA Spring Classic
8 a.m. at the Lovers Lane Soccer
Complex, 385 Lovers Lane
Discovering Family
9 a.m. to noon at the Kentucky

■ Heather Horton, Bowling Green, reported on May
3 that an unknown person stole her wallet from the
lounge area near the side entrance of South Campus.
The value of the theft was $145.
■ Jessica Harris reported May 3 that an unknown
person stole her Western bag and its contents from
the picnic tables outside of Subway at Downing University Center. The value of the theft was $190.

Arrests
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Library and Museum
Sixteenth Annual Mini
Corvette Challenge
9:30 a.m. at the National
Corvette Museum, 350 Corvette
Drive
Western baseball vs. UALR Bark in the park
3 p.m. at Denes Field

Game night
5 p.m. at Greener Groundz
Coffee and Cafe, 871 Broadway
Ave.
Vette City Vixens vs. Bowling
Green Hot Broads
7 p.m. at The Skate Box, 506
Three Springs Road

State Resort Park, 1149 State Park
Road
Western baseball vs. UALR
1 p.m. at Denes Field
Department of Art Spring
Seniors Graduating
Exhibition
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Kentucky
Library and Museum
Rainhill Equine visitor’s tours
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Rainhill

Equine Rescue Facility 185, 11125
Kentucky Highway
A Showcase of Visual and
Theatre Arts
1:30 p.m. at the Public Theatre of
Kentucky, 545 Morris Alley
Cornhole tournament
6 p.m. at Overtime Sports Bar and
Grill, 773 Bakerﬁelds Way

sunday

■ Justin Deshaun Johnson was arrested on May 5
and charged with criminal trespassing after being
found in the Pearce-Ford Tower courtyard. Johnson
is banned from campus. He was released May 6 on a
court order.

store it here!

at Greener Groundz Coffee and
Cafe, 871 Broadway Ave.; 9 p.m.
at WhaBah Steakhouse Saloon,
2361 Russellville Road; 9 p.m. at
Tidball’s, 522 Morris Alley
Karaoke
9 p.m. at Hot Mama’s Roadhouse,
306 B Old Morgantown Road
Cosmic bowling
9:30 p.m. at Southern Lanes, 2710
Scottsville Road
Rapid Ricks Jersey Dogs
Midnight to 2 a.m. in front of The
Brewing Company, 423 Park Row

saturday

CRIME REPORTS
Reports

Don’t haul yyour stuff home...

440 E. Main St.
Western baseball vs. UALR
6 p.m. at Denes Field
Free Texas Hold’em
tournament
6:30 p.m. at Shelley’s Place, 2545
Louisville Road
The Secret Life of Girls
7 p.m. on Friday and Saturday,
3 p.m. on Sunday at the Public
Theatre of Kentucky, 545 Morris
Alley
Live music
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at The Bistro,
1129 College St.; 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

WKONA Spring Classic
8 a.m. at the Lovers Lane Soccer
Complex, 385 Lovers Lane
Mother’s Day Buffet
10:30 a.m. at Ryan’s Grill, Buffet
and Bakery, 1920 Mel Browning St.
and 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Micki’s on
Main, 440 E. Main St.
Mother’s Day Buffet and Fun at
the Park
11 a.m. at the Barren River Lake

WKU
CAMPUS
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Call Today
270.781.1886
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CORRECTION

CLARIFICATION

■ Due to a Herald error, information in the May 4 article
about Olive Garden was incorrect. The restaurant
doesn’t take reservations.
The Herald regrets the error.

■ Information in the front page May 4 article about
ownership of Three Brothers bar was unclear.
Amie Gammon is the new owner of Three Brothers.
The Brewing Company, Good Tymes 2 and Froggy’s were
businesses owned by Craig Eversoll.

Call 24 Hrs / 7 Days A Week 136 St. Charles Ave.

Stressed?
Pick up Stress Busters

Monday, May 10th

Entourage
g
TUESDAY NIGHT FINALS PARTY
Come party with us and celebrate
the end of the semester!

THURSDAY NIGHT DRINK SPECIALS
$ 2 domestic bottles
$3 wells
$2 selected shots

Live En
with H

tertain

ouse

DJ

No Cover Charge - Special Events Excluded
Open:
Wednesday-Saturday
5pm-2am

270.781.8366
935 College St.
Bowling Green, KY 42101
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Burch ‘just focusing on tomorrow'
By MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com

Barbara Burch, provost and vice president for Academic Affairs, will leave the
position she’s held for 14 years in a few
months. But instead of quietly reflecting
on the past, she remains firmly rooted in
her present duties, with little time to think
about the future.
“Right now I’m just lining up my priorities for tomorrow morning,” she said.
This summer Burch will end her provostship, take some time off on administrative reassignment leave, then return to
Western in a new capacity, she said.
Upon her return in January 2011,
Burch will begin teaching with the doctoral program in education leadership, she
said. She will also continue working on
community partnerships and internation-

UNCERTAIN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Taylor, who was originally an elementary education major, will walk away from
Western with a degree in theater.
“I had some troubles along the way with
my major flopping,” Taylor said. “But that
helped me through those times and finding
out what I really wanted.” Though Taylor
was initially confident in the switch, some
people questioned her decision.
“My mom and dad were skeptical, but
my professors helped me sell it to my parents and show them that this can get me
somewhere,” she said.
Taylor admits that she sometimes questioned her own decisions.
“Just looking at where I wanted to be
compared to my siblings kept me motivated,” she said. “My friends and I knew
what we had to do to get where we wanted
to be.”
Taylor said she would love to participate
in a community theater, though she’s still
unsure about what exactly she’ll do.
“I like acting, but I’ve done more tech,”
she said. “Just working in a theater would
be great.”
Taylor said she’ll pursue her passion for
theater but has a back-up plan because of
her job as a resident assistant.
Taylor is going to Valdosta State University in Georgia to get a master’s degree in
student affairs while working for the programming department.
“It’s a completely new route from what
I’ve done,” she said. “I’m not really sure
what I’ll do with my degree, but I’ll see
where it takes me.”

alization at Western, two of her focuses as
provost.
On Wednesday, Western’s deans honored Burch as a Civic Engagement Scholar, and she will fittingly
continue to develop and
promote civic engagement activities when she
returns, she said.
She’s also been honored as Provost Emeritus, but the title she officially receives in January
doesn’t concern her.
BURCH
“I guess you’ll just
call me whatever you want to call me,”
she said. “I’m not too worried about that.
The bottom line is I’ll be faculty, and I
plan to enjoy every minute of it.”
Christopher Wagner, interim director
for Doctoral Studies, said this will be an

Brown is also ready to enter the job world,
though it will be a big change, she said.
Brown said she hopes everything she has
learned during her years at Western will help
her find the right fit for her life.
“I studied abroad, so I’ve told my mom
I might go back to England,” she said. “I’m
definitely open to relocation.”
Stacy Wade, an assistant professor of accounting and one of Brown’s advisers, said it
can be helpful when students are flexible.
“When they’re not tied to one area, they’re
allowed to take advantage of more opportunities,” she said.
But Wade said it’s best to have an overall
plan.
“Having a goal and trying to pattern your
decisions to meet that goal is important,”
she said. “If you don’t set those goals, you
wander aimlessly, then 10 years down the
road, you haven’t accomplished what you
wanted.”
Wade recommended that students visit
Career Services early in their college career
and encourages networking with professors,
alumni and people involved in student organizations.
Despite Brown’s uncertainty now, she
doesn’t have many regrets from her academic career.
“I had moments when I wanted to change
my major, just when things got hard, but ultimately, I still love accounting,” she said.
“I’m glad I stuck with it.”
Although she had doubts about being
ready to graduate, Brown said now she’s beginning to get excited.
“There is a little bit of anxiety, but I also
know I’m not the only one in this position,”
she said. “It’s comforting in that aspect. I’m
not alone.”

easy transition for Burch. She made it her
mission to create an independent doctoral
program when she arrived at Western and
has been instrumental since, he said.
“Now over 100 students are pursuing
their doctorate at Western Kentucky University,” Wagner said. “Can you imagine?”
But before Burch can think about her
new role, she said she wants to make sure
things are in order for new provost Gordon Emslie.
“It’s sort of like when company’s coming — you like to at least leave the house
clean,” she said.
While Burch is moving out, Emslie
is preparing to fill the big shoes she’ll
leave.
“I’m flattered and somewhat apprehensive about taking over this position,”
he said. “After 14 years, she’s a tough act

CONFIDENT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

She said her degree has definitely prepared her for a career in her field, and
she’d be ready to enter the job market
now if she wasn’t going into the Peace
Corps. Guthrie said she thinks that
because of the tough economy, more
people will go to graduate school,
which is something she’s considering
after her time in the Peace Corps ends.
She said she thinks that, in 10 years, a
master’s degree will be the equivalent
of a bachelor’s degree today.
Frankfort senior Sam Kessler is
graduating with a degree in mathematics and a certification in secondary education.
Kessler has always known he wanted to be a teacher, because he has a
passion for working with kids, and
math is something he’s good at, he
said.
This semester, he did student
teaching at Warren East High School,
and now he’s applying for permanent
teaching jobs all over Kentucky. “I
don’t think there’s anything that pre-

to follow.”
But Emslie will come in with two main
priorities — listen and learn. Then he can
assess where Western is now and where
it wants to be in the future and set goals
accordingly, he said.
His first acts of duty will include helping appoint a vice president for research
and associate vice president for Enrollment Management, he said.
Emslie met with Burch for the first
time in early April and said he will spend
a significant amount of time with her during his visit the week after finals.
He said Burch agreed to help with his
transition and will be a very valuable resource to him and Western after her provostship.
“I joked that I have (her) new office
number on my speed dial,” he said. “I actually don’t, but I plan to get it.”

pares you for teaching rather than just
getting in a classroom and teaching,”
Kessler said.
Kessler said even if he doesn’t get
a teaching job, his degree is specialized and proves he’s committed to
something, so it opens doors that people without a college degree couldn’t.
Lexington senior Rebecca Bouvin
is a double major in broadcasting and
sociology.
Bouvin said she started out as just a
broadcasting major, but an internship
made her realize she wanted to work
with people, so she added sociology.
After graduation, Bouvin plans to
find an internship and take a year off
before entering graduate school to become a family counselor.
Her dream is to eventually work for
UNICEF to counsel troubled girls, she
said.
Bouvin said she thinks she has a
better chance at finding a job than a
lot of people because she has a college
degree.
“If nothing else, Western has made
me a more open person,” she said.
“College opened my mind to the world
around me.”

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

M[bYec[
M[

Worship Times:

8:30 &10
&10:
&10:45
45 aa.m
a.m.
m.
Open
Ope
pen Communion
Com
ommunion
mmu
unio
on in
i bo
both
oth se
services
serv
ervices
rvvic
ices
cees
Sunday
S
Su
und
nday
day Sc
Schoo
School
choo
hool 9:40
9 0 aa.m.
.m.
m.
m
11106
106 S
State
tat
ta
ate
te Street
Str
tre
reeet
www
ww
www.ﬁrstchristianbg.or
ww.
w.ﬁ
ﬁrrstch
stcchristianbg.o
istia
anbg.
g.org
org
g

È I^Whh[7IWYhh[Z@e
ekhhd[o
[oÉ
oÉ
Mehhi^_fm_jj^ki
Me
Mehi^_fm_j^kij^_iIkcc[h
kijjj^_i
^_iIkcc[h
Ikcc[
[h
Check Us Out on Facebook!
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Bowling Green, Ky

NOTE TO SELF...
Order my new parking
permit online by
June 30th to be eligible
to win a great prize.

PTS is giving away Bluetooth Headsets
and Solar Cell Phone/iPod Chargers.

Don’t miss out on your chance to win!
Visit www.wku.edu/transportation
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STAFF EDITORIAL

T &
B
OPS

OTTOMS

TOPS to Three Brothers bar reopening just
in time for the end of
finals week.

BOTTOMS to three
other bars closing just
as the end-of-theyear stress kicks in.

TOPS to classes being
out for summer.

BOTTOMS to finals.

Marsupial awards
TOPS to everyone who
picked up a Herald this
year.

Because you know it's the truth
Well, everyone, it’s that time of year again. That time where
we take you back through some of the year’s events and let you
relive the fun, heartache and laughter by giving out Marsupial
awards to campus-related people and organizations.
The first award is a two-fer: President Gary Ransdell receives “Boss of the Year” after losing so many important officials, and Human Resources employees get “Workers of the
Year” for putting in all that overtime to find new people to fill
those positions.
The Super-slick, Scottish Skydiving award goes to the new
provost, Gordon Emslie. The award’s title says it all.
The Ladies Man award goes to new football coach Willie
Taggart for having more one-liners than we know what to do
with.
Tug officials receive this year’s Lame award for taking
away drinking and making the whole experience miserable for
everyone.
The next award is also a two-fer: the Spirit award goes to
Western Athletics for finally coming up with a decent tailgating policy, and groundskeepers get pats on the back for making
sure the grass looks pretty.
The Junior Achievement award goes to the university itself
for raising admissions standards. No longer will having a pulse
be the chief requirement.
Western’s basketball team receives Athletes of the Year, because they decided against going to the NIT tournament just to
keep their dignity.

“The Little Engine that Could” award goes to Kentucky
state legislators for keeping their streak alive and liking one
another so much that they want to stay in session all summer
to keep chugging out the state budget.
The Sobriety award goes to the city of Bowling Green. It’s
too bad four local bars had to close down at once.
Sen. Mitch McConnell receives the Good Timing award.
The day he visited campus was the day the Benefits Committee
passed domestic partner benefits.
“Entertainer of the Year” goes to Patricia Minter for keeping Board of Regents meetings thoroughly entertaining while
doing a balancing act to keep athletics in check.
Downtown Bowling Green should be honored to receive the
Progress award this year. The renovations and new building
projects are looking fantastic. Wait — what new buildings?
The Stupidity award goes to NetIDs for successfully confusing all users. If they want us to use NetIDs for logins, at
least take out the word “username.”
The new additions to the Preston Center receive “Best in
Show.” Now we have another place besides the Hill to tone
our calves.
It’s been quite a year. Thanks to all the readers, and we at
the Herald look forward to hearing from you next semester.

BOTTOMS to flood
damage. We thought
April showers brought
May flowers?

TOPS to one more weekend of Western baseball
before classes get out.

BOTTOMS to having to
move out and pack the
car next week.

This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald’s
11-member editorial board.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
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SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a
few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed 250
words, and commentaries should
be about 500 words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For veriﬁcation, letters and
commentaries MUST include

your name, phone number,
home town and classiﬁcation
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity. The
Herald does NOT print libelous
submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m. on
Sunday and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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■ NEWS BRIEFS
Chaney memorial
set for Tuesday

Hotel looking at
Bowling Green

There will be a memorial
service for Laura Chaney on
Tuesday, May 11 at 7:15 p.m.
Chaney, a freshman from
Florence and member of Sigma Kappa sorority, passed
away during finals week last
year after she collapsed in Gilbert Hall.
The memorial will take
place in the Valley and will
include readings from Sigma
Kappa members and music in
honor of Chaney.
The idea for the memorial
came from four Sigma Kappa
members of the Student Government Association who presented a bill that would help to
honor Chaney’s memory, SGA
President Kevin Smiley said.
The bill passed immediately, Smiley said.
Owensboro senior Stephanie Rogier was Chaney’s Sigma Kappa Big Sister, and said
the entire week will be tough.
“I still have her Big-Little
shirt in my room, with pictures
of her,” she said. “Throughout
the year, Sigma Kappa had
events, and I remember thinking during each one, ‘Laura
would’ve have been here a
year ago.’”
—Lindsay Kriz

A hotelier, who cannot be
named due to a confidentiality agreement, has signed a
letter of intent with the Alliance Corporation, the master
developer for the Tax Increment Financing district, said
Mary Cohron, the chairwoman of the Warren County
Downtown Economic Authority.
The hotelier has 120 days
to conduct studies and decide
whether to go forward with
planning a hotel in the district. There are plans to start
working on the studies next
week that would include engineering and feasibility plans,
Cohron said.
Mayor Elaine Walker is
cautious of the plans and said
a letter of intent is not the same
as a letter of commitment.
She said she has several
concerns about obtaining
money for the hotel, how
much revenue it will make for
the city and how many new
jobs it will create.
Walker said a complete application addressing these concerns must be given to the city
by the developer before the
city can approve any plans.
—Kristen Synder

FOR

BREAKING
NEWS
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OVER THE
SUMMER
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Construction continues
By TESSA DUVALL
news@chherald.com

Even though classes are winding down for the semester, construction and improvements on
campus are far from over.

struction companies will begin in
the next couple of weeks.
Once construction begins, the
project is anticipated to take a
year to complete, he said.

Energy Savings
Project
Parking Lot Improve- Performance
Last week, Western began its
second round of facility improvements
Ben Johnson, assistant director of Planning, Design and
Construction, said the Potter and
Minton lots will be resurfaced
and restriped.
Johnson said Parking Structure 1 will also undergo some
repairs this summer. According
to the Capital Construction Project Status Report, these repairs
will address drainage, repairs to
ramps as well as fixing cracks.

Construction of
a music hall
The hall will be located on the
hillside by Grise Hall, the fine arts
center and Cravens Library, Johnson said. This location was chosen
because it is close to FAC, which
houses many musical activities.
Although construction has yet
to begin, Johnson anticipates that
it will begin this summer. He said
the building has already been designed, and bidding out to con-

ments to increase efficiency on
campus, Johnson said.
Western has entered a contract
with a company, Johnson Controls, in which energy and utility
use on campus buildings is analyzed, he said.
The company will then begin
to make efficiency upgrades on
campus that will include lowflow toilets and faucets, as well as
motion-sensored lights, he said.
In a sustainability meeting last
month, Sustainability Coordinator Christian Ryan-Downing said
the company will install a solarpowered heating system for the
Preston Center swimming pool.
Johnson said the projects,
which will cost $9.7 million, will
take 12 to 18 months to complete
and are guaranteed by Johnson
Controls to save Western $1 million a year.
The purpose of this project is
to reduce Western’s carbon foot-

Recently completed
■ The Preston Center was
dedicated earlier this week.
■ Construction of Science
and Technology Hall, which
will be renamed College High
Hall, is complete and the
building is being used. Its
dedication will be tomorrow.
■ Van Meter Hall construction is essentially complete.
■ The Chandler Memorial
Chapel and Columbarium is
nearly complete. The dedication is today. It will start
being used in June.
Source: Ben Johnson, assistant
director of Planning, Design and
Construction

print, he said.

Renovations to Downing University Center
Part of the DUC roof will be
replaced this summer, Johnson
said.
There will also be repairs to
the DUC Theater, which will include new flooring and seating,
he said.

WKU has a new loan program effective 7/1/10!
As of 6/30/10, the FFELP Loan program (for student & parent loans) is being eliminated. WKU will
begin participation in the Direct Lending program on 7/1/10.

Any student applying for a loan after 6/30/10 will be required to complete a Master Promissory Note
under the new program at www.studentloans.gov.

For more information on what this transition means, go to www.wku.edu/Info/
FinAid/faloans.htm.
Check your WKU email periodically for additional updates!

WKUHERALD.COM

Department of English
Congratulates
May 2010 Graduates
B.A. English
Brenda Burnett
Erin Carlyle
Whitney Cliburn
Joseph Colvin
Jason Daugherty
Jane Detoma
Jennifer Dooper
Corey Fryia
Kayla Fugate

Heather Funk
Kathryn Garrett
Evan Gribbins
Andrew Hays
Laura Hoss
Christina Hesse-Colon
Clay Hodges
Arielle Holt
Laura Huff

Lindsay Kirkwood
Michael Laws
Clare Lovekamp
Regina Marshall
Mitchell Miller
Jamie Ogles
Simone Payne
Abigale Piper
Dawn Reinhardt

Edward Rogers
Eileen Ryan
Rachel Sholar
Katelyn Spalding
Michel Stephens
Brad Sullender
Nathan Warren
Brittany Ann Wick

B.A. English and Allied Arts

M.A. English

Ian Borders
Brian Brooks
Ashley Brown
Jordan Fulkerson
Benjamin Lowery
Scott Phillips
Jessica Richardson
Joshua Riddle
Casey Tabor

Lisa Bartley
Carly Colombero
Terri Fields
Londa Holder
Michelle Jones
Jessica Mattson
Leslie McDaniel
Kenneth Morrison
Amanda Smith
Lindsey Westerﬁeld
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Congratulations!
May 2010 Graduates of the Honors College
Honors College
Graduates

Honors Program
Graduates

Amanda J. Brown
Accounting

Political Science & Communication
Studies

Design, Merchandising, and Textiles

Gregory Capillo

Daniel Brown

Ian Burchett

Mass Communication & Philosophy

Biology

Computer Science

Tyler Clark

Matthew Cooke

Joseph Colvin

Mathematics

Biology

English

Erica Dumeyer

Ellie Cundiff

Amanda Drake

Biochemistry

Psychology

Psychology & Communication Studies

Geneva Ged

David Dahl

Astrid Gonzalez

Performing Arts

Chemistry & Biology

Meteorology

Jacob Glover

Jennifer Dooper

Laura Hess

History

English & Spanish

English

Evan Gribbins

Christopher Drury

Nikki Kersey

English

Corporate and Organization
Communication

Psychology

Honors Program Honors December
2009 Graduates
Graduates

These students have completed a
These students have completed a
These students have completed a
We would also like to recognize the
minimum
of
33
credit
hours
of
Honors
minimum of 33 credit hours of Honors
minimum of 24 credit hours of Honors
students who graduated from the
coursework.
coursework, including a six credit hour
coursework, including a six credit hour Honors College in December 2009.
Capstone Experience/Thesis.
Capstone Experience/Thesis.
These students will also be celebrated
Devin Bell
at our Annual Honors Graduation
Biology
Courtney Aldrich
Johnathan Brantley
Luncheon.
Social Work
Chemistry
Monique Braun

Jason Hall
Biology

Christopher Hodgkins

Brandy Hill

Management

Amanda D. Brown

Rachel McCubbins
Honors Area Studies & Dance

Honors Program
Graduates

Katie Brandenburg
News/Editorial Journalism
Biology

Brittany Kittleman

Biology

Marketing

Amanda Loviza

Kaitlen Osburn

Kerry Markham

News/Editorial Journalism & Spanish

Performing Arts

Sociology & Religious Studies

Clint McRay

Carrie Jo Pruitt

Joseph Marquardt

Finance

Chemistry

Recombinant Genetics

Mitchell Miller

Edward Rogers

Ashley Mefford

History & English

English & Philosophy

Broadcasting

Marketing

Rachel McKee
News/Editorial Journalism
& Honors Area Studies

Justin Mobley

Joshua Coleman

These students have completed a
minimum of 33 credit hours of Honors
coursework.
News/Editorial Journalism & German

Design, Merchandising, and Textiles

Bradley Morgan

These students have completed a
minimum of 33 credit hours of Honors
coursework, including a six credit hour
Capstone Experience/Thesis.

Angelika Masero

Amy Jewell

Biology & Chemistry

Honors College
Graduates

Kristen Clark

Honors Program
Graduates

These students have completed a
minimum of 24 credit hours of Honors
Kathleen Schulte
coursework, including a six credit hour
Communication Disorders & Spanish
Capstone Experience/Thesis.

Chemistry

Christopher Obermeyer

Seth Peckham

Biology & Religious Studies

Honors Area Studies

Samantha Harrison

Political Science & History

Hannah Pennington

Nicole Swanson

Political Science

Leah Pritchett

Biochemistry

Accounting

Rachealle Sanford

History

Mary Petty

Mai Tran

History

Candace Read

Accounting

International Business

Emily Wilcox

Biology

Helen Fay Pruitt

Jane Wix

Visual Studies

Rachel Reetzke

Biology

Meteorology

Communication Disorders

Dawn Reinhardt

Maggie Roe

English & German

Exercise Science

Jason Russell

Nathan Salazar

Chemistry

Mathematics

Eileen Ryan

Kevin Smiley

News/Editorial Journalism
& English

History & Sociology

Chelsey Smith
Communication Disorders

Patrick Stewart
Biology

Bethany Truax
Broadcasting

Hanh Vu
Economics

Jacob Turner
Mathematics

Ryan Tyler
Accounting

Nicole Whittington
Finance & Accounting

Morgan Wickline
Corporate and Organization
Communication

Jessica Wilson
Chemistry & Biology

Brian Shaw

All Graduates of the Honors College are recognized
at the WKU Commencement ceremony by special
notation in the Commencement Program and by
wearing an Honors Medallion.

The Honors Medallions and Certificate of
Completion will be presented to all
December 2009 and May 2010 Graduates
of the Honors College by
WKU President Gary A. Ransdell and
Dr. Craig T. Cobane, Honors College Executive
Director, at the Honors College Graduation
Luncheon,* held on May 13th.
*Graduates should contact Amy Chester or Nicole Stratten if
they have not yet received their invitation to this event.
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CLEAN

AID

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“Our weather folks do a
good job on reporting and
instructing the public to
stay in their houses if there
is high water and to stay
out of rushing water with
their vehicles,” he said.
Emmett Wood, Bowling
Green’s
public
works
director, said the city’s
drainage system is more than
adequate, but the unusual
amount of rainfall exceeded
the capacity of the system.
“A storm that large is a
come-as-you-are party,” he
said. “You’re either ready
for it, or you’re not.”
Wood said after the
storm he saw flooding in
areas of the city that he’s
never seen flooding in
before, such as Cave Mill
and Nashville roads.
He said he doesn’t
expect those same areas
to have problems with
flooding in the future,
because this was such an
unusual occurrence.
Wood
said
his
department was constantly
assessing areas around the
city for drainage problems
before the flooding.
He said they have about
50 drainage projects on the
list that they have compiled
through citizen phone calls
and observations.
Wood said public works
prioritizes which areas are
immediate safety issues
and fix those first.
He said these projects
are important to keep the
storm water under control.
Josh
Moore,
the
floodplain manager for
Bowling Green and Warren
County, said there aren’t any
plans right now proposed to
revise the city’s floodplain
designations.
He said if money is
available in the future, some
areas, such as Nashville
Road, could use a new
engineering survey.

He said that, in the past, SGA has had a
surplus of $10,000 in org aid money.
Lindsey
Westerfield,
coordinator
of scholar recruitment for the Honors
College, said the $500 the college received
was essential for hosting Big Red’s Trivia
Bowl.
Big Red’s Trivia Bowl was an event the
Honors Toppers put on to raise money for
students to go on a service trip to Ghana,
Westerfield said.
She said the money from SGA was
used to start Big Red’s Trivia Bowl, used
to purchase prizes and T-shirts which were
re-sold for further profit. Westerfield said
the event raised almost $2,000.
Westerfield said the students going to
Ghana will help build a library.
“Inside all the books in the library will
be a label that says ‘This book was donated
by WKU Honors Toppers,’” she said. “We
are funding all the books in the library.”
Thurman also said organizations are
getting their money faster.
“Some organizations are getting their
checks in 10 days,” Thurman said. “Last
year the minimum was four weeks.”
Louisville junior Wade Pierce, who will
serve as the administrative vice president
next year, said in a previous interview that
he plans to let organizations know that
there is $500 available to them and how
they can apply for it.
Pierce was previously on the org aid
board, Thurman said.

®

BIG EAT TINY PRICE MENU
ITEMS STARTING AT BA?L(

$5 Stuﬀed Pizza Rollers • $5 Personal PANormous
$5.99 P’Zone • $5.99 Medium 1 Topping Pizza Mia
Dine-In • Carryout • Delivery
J84668CG
5<:E875H6>F 2631 Scottsville Rd • 782-9056
BE78EBA?<A8

c\mmT[hg!Vb`

Carryout • Delivery

1200 Smallhouse Rd • 781-9898

By TABITHA WAGGONER
news@chherald.com

Though Lambda Chi Alpha won’t be able to recruit
new members this fall, a fraternity official said they’ll
try to remain as active on
campus as they can.
Western’s Lambda Chi
chapter can’t recruit new
members, participate in university Greek events or throw
parties until their newly-imposed sanctions are lifted.
The fraternity is on probation until May 2012 because
of an undisclosed hazing incident last semester.
Although the incident occurred last semester, it was
not reported until this semester, Student Activities Director Charley Pride said.
Lambda Chi was investigated and interviews were
conducted during March and
April, Pride said.
According to Pride, the
fraternity clearly violated the
Student Handbook, which
states that offenses include
hazing, disruptions and conduct which is disorderly,
abusive, drunken, violent or

excessively noisy.
What exactly happened
last semester has not been released publicly due to privacy issues for those involved,
said Gary Wiser, coordinator
for Student Activities.
Wiser said rumors that a
student had been taken to the
emergency room or the hospital as a result of Lambda
Chi hazing were untrue.
He would not confirm if
paddles were used in the incident.
Covington junior Americo Capodagli, Lambda Chi
president, said “a single incident that the chapter did
not agree with” occurred and
that two fraternity brothers
involved with the incident
were expelled. He said one
of the two expelled members “became disgruntled”
and made accusations about
prior incidents within the
fraternity.
Capodagli said these incidents “do not reflect the
current ways that Lambda
Chi Alpha conducts its new
member program.” He refrained from saying whether
he believed the sanctions

given to Lambda Chi were
fair.
Wiser said fraternity
members have been compliant over the course of the
investigation, adding that he
will be working closely with
Lambda Chi as they progress
through the sanctions.
“They’ll become a better chapter because of this,”
Wiser said.
If such altercations occur
in the future, Lambda Chi
will lose their recognition as
a student organization, according to a letter released
by Pride.
With their free time this
fall, Lambda Chi members
will host their own community service event. The chapter is working on an antihazing project for not only
Greeks but also any student
organization on campus, Capodagli said. This is something they were required to
do with Greek Affairs.
“We will continue to be
active in Greek and campus
life and will become a stronger and closer brotherhood
when all is said and done,”
Capodagli said.

PROUD

WHY PAY MORE MENU

J>H

79¢ 89¢

TO SUPPORT

Delivery Available with $8 Minimum Purchase

OR

OR

2628 Scottsville Rd.
and 1162 W. 31 Bypass

www.dciplasma.com

)&
4 Bedroom
4 Bathroom
Apartment

$304

per room per month

• Private
Priivatte B
Bed
edd & Bath
Batth • Cable
Cabble Internet
• All Utilities Included • No Pets Allowed!

“We are waiving the
service fee!”
(a savings of $200)

99¢

EVERYDAY ITEMS ONLY
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783-0687
Why wait in a LONG line to pay MORE for your books?

Reserve your books at UTS!
Email… Fax… or drop off a copy of your class schedule
and we’ll have your books waiting for you.
Or . . . fill out this form and bring it in and get
10% off any WKU clothing purchase!
Name:
Email:

or

Course
EXAMPLE

ENG

Course #

100

Phone:

Section #

Instructor

001

JONES

1

Come see

TODAY!

2
3
4
5
6

2 Convenient Locations
111 Old Morgantown Rd
(across the tracks from McCormack
Hall)
1240 Center St
(in the old Lemox building)

Avenue of Champions

783-0687 phone
783-8391 fax
utextbooksupply@bellsouth.net

McCormack
Hall

Parking
Structure

University
Textbook &
Supply

Old Morgantown Rd

University Blvd.
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City commission
gets TIF update
By KRISTEN SNYDER
news@chherald.com

At the Bowling Green City Commission meeting on Tuesday, Mary Cohron,
chairwoman of the Warren County Downtown Economic Development Authority,
presented the progress made in the Tax
Increment Financing district downtown.
The TIF district was created in 2007 to
revive downtown by giving tax incentives
to new businesses that open there.
The district now includes properties stretching from Western’s campus to
Barren River, near 31W and Kentucky
Street.
Bowling Green has until 2014 to raise
$150 million in new development within
the district to be partially reimbursed by
the state, Cohron said. The city would get
back 80 percent of the taxes paid in the
district.
City commissioner Bruce Wilkerson
said the economy has been a major factor
for TIF.
“I wish more has happened in the district, but I think the economy has hampered development,” he said.
City commissioner Brian “Slim” Nash
said he is pleased with the progress and
is glad the city has managed to continue
project plans despite the economy.
“Those who keep projects going during a bad economy are in the perfect position to prosper when the economy recovers,” he said.

The city will report to the state on May
15 that they have raised $66 million in developments, Cohron said.
The biggest project has been the Bowling Green Ballpark, worth $25 million,
she said.
Other projects still under construction
or in the planning stages are not included
in the $66 million, Cohron said.
Those projects include the Southern
Kentucky Performing Arts Center, which
has an estimated $19 million in remaining
costs before the project is done, and a hotel with an estimated cost of $10 million,
she said.
Western’s projects aren’t included in
the $66 million. For example, the new
Housing and Residence Life building
has an estimated cost of $4 million, and
a Western Alumni and conference center has an estimated cost of $5.5 million,
Cohron said.
City commissioner Joe Denning said
he has been vocal about his disappointment in the project. He said that although
several projects are moving into the area
closer to Western, there is a lack of projects in the lower downtown area and the
area around the ballpark.
The total for the estimated investments,
finished and planned, is about $154 million, Cohron said.
“I think it’s something we should all be
incredibly proud of,” she said. “We definitely have a group of dedicated people to
get this done.”

Event at Chaney's
to raise money for van
By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

Almost a year ago, Dustin Higgins lost
the ability to move his arms, legs, vocal
chords and all the muscles below his neck.
But he didn’t lose his strength, optimism
and good humor.
“Dustin struggled. He still struggles,
but he has an attitude that is unbelievable,” said Brandon Higgins, Dustin’s
older brother.
On May 8, 2009, Dustin Higgins was
sitting in class at Western when he began
to feel sick. He was excused from the class
but didn’t make it out, so someone called
an ambulance.
“From there his condition deteriorated,” Brandon Higgins said. “He couldn’t
feel his arms, lost feeling in his legs and
was having trouble breathing.”
Dustin was sent to Vanderbilt, where
he learned that the artery that was supposed to be providing oxygen to his spinal
chord was blocked, causing him to suffer
a spinal stroke. He was paralyzed from the
neck down.
After a couple weeks at Vanderbilt,
Dustin was transported to the Shepherd
Center in Atlanta, Ga. When he didn’t respond to physical therapy there, he moved
to Rockcastle Regional Hospital and was
put on a ventilator to help him breathe.
About five months of treatment in
hospitals went by before Dustin was well
enough to come home, but now he’s home
and making progress.
“He’s off the feeding tube … he
couldn’t talk for a few months, but now
he can,” Brandon Higgins said. “He’s
reached major milestones that his doctors
had given up on.”
Brandon Higgins said although it has
been a major life change, they have been
adjusting and adapting to make the best
of the situation. A handicapped-accessible van to help transport Dustin and his
wheelchair would help.
Tomorrow, an event at Chaney’s Dairy
Barn will help raise funds for Dustin to

get the van. From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., there
will be live music, an auction, a corn hole
tournament and several children’s activities like hay and pony rides.
The event is sponsored by Rockfield
United Methodist Church.
Debra Chaney, owner of Chaney’s
Dairy Barn, said she attends the same
church as Brandon Higgins.
“A year ago we were praying for him,
even though we’d never met him,” she
said. “It affected the entire congregation.
We didn’t know what to do to help. It’s
not just about money we raise but the support you give to the family, letting them
know you love them.”
Brandon Higgins said he and the rest
of his family are very appreciative of the
community’s help.
“Right now there is no way to transport
his wheelchair,” he said. “With the van, he
could get out and go to movies, church,
the mall and doctor appointments.”
Jon-Matthew Thomason, who has been
Dustin Higgins’ best friend since childhood, said he believes the van will help
his recovery.
“He’s going back and forth to therapy,
and they don’t have a van to get him back
and forth two or three times a week,”
Thomason said. “If he can’t go to therapy,
he can’t get better, so he needs it.”
Thomason was Dustin Higgins’ roommate before the incident and now visits
him almost every Saturday.
“He’s the same guy, just a different way
of life,” Thomason said. “If I were in his
situation, I would still be depressed. But
when we come around, he’s always upbeat
and smiling — the same old Dustin.”
Brandon Higgins said his brother
plans to take a class at Western next semester to try and get back into his normal
routine.
“He’s a strong kid, and he’s not giving
up,” he said. “Who knows? His movement could come back as quickly as it
left. There are so many unknowns, even
to the doctors. We just have to leave it in
the Lord’s hands.”

■ NEWS BRIEF
Bar to reopen
under new name
Three Brothers will reopen May 14, new owner
Amie Gammon said.
Three Brothers is located at 330 E. Main St.
It will reopen under the
name Three Brothers II, she
said.
Gammon, a Bowling
Green resident, said she
plans to have drink specials
and a live band at the opening.
She said she decided to
wait to reopen, because she
was waiting for her liquor
license to process, and she
wants people to come and
celebrate Western’s graduation there.

Gammon said she wants
to try to open up the building next to Three Brothers
as part of the bar, like it was
in the 1900s, so she can
have a side for a dance floor
and entertainment, too.
She said she plans to
keep the age restrictions the
same.
Gammon said the bar
has been in her family for
about 30 years.
It was originally opened
by her uncle, Butch Keiffer,
and his two brothers in the
late 1960s, she said.
Gammon’s father, Andy
Keiffer, took over the bar in
1983.
This will be Gammon’s
first time owning a bar, but
she said she already has

enough experience.
“I just grew up in one,”
she said.
Gammon said she found
out unexpectedly that she
would be taking over the
bar.
The former owner, Lisa
Tracey, was Gammon’s father’s girlfriend.
Gammon said she decided to take over after
Tracey’s liquor license expired.
She said Three Brothers
II will be new, improved
and clean.
“I want this to be a place
that people want to go to
and not just as a last resort,”
she said.
—Mary Barczak
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Master
Advisor
Certiﬁcate
Program
Academic Advising and Retention Center
Classes of 2008, 2009 and 2010
The Mastor Advisor Certiﬁcate program is in its third
year of programming for faculty advisors at Western
Kentucky University. Each class of graduatesid
required to attend sessions that allow participants
an opportunity to learn advising theories, ideas, and
best practices. We would like to congratulate our 49
graduates of the Master Advisor Certiﬁcate Program.

Graduates of the Class of 2008
Dr. Lynn Austin
Bruce Crawley
Deanna Hanson
Dr. Susan Jones
Dr. Raymond Poff
Megan Thompson
Jill Brown
Dr. Kenneth Crawford
Clint Haynes
Brenda Miller

Dr. Bettina Richmond
Paula Trafton
Dr. Kevin Williams
Barbara Bush
Dr. Katharine Green
Cindy Jones
Dr. Hideko Norman
Dr. Douglas Smith
Dr. Gary Villereal

Graduates of the Class of 2009
Andrew Battles
Dr. John Cipolla
Ashley Chance
Dr. Les Pesterﬁeld
Maribeth Wilson
Charles Borders
Kelley Coppinger

Jim Fulkerson
Dr. Chad Snyder
Dr. Dawn Wright
Dr. Stuart Burris
Kimderly Cunningham
Katharine Pennavaria
Becky Tabor

Graduates of the Class of 2010
Dr. Kathleen Abrahamson
Loretta Bond
Dr. Keri Esslinger
Carrie Morgan
Dr. Elizabeth Pyle
Dr. Scott Arnett
Dr. Kathy Croxall
Dr. Edward Kintzel

Dr. James Navalta
Dr. Mark Schafer
Jeffrey Barefoot
Jan Duvall
Sara McCaslin
Jan Peeler
Dr. Sharon Whitlock

Honorary Master Advisor
Certiﬁcate Program Graduate
Dr. Barbara Burch

The Master Advisor Certiﬁcate Program is an initiative of the
Academic Advising and Retention Center.
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FOCUSED
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

The Toppers can take solace in knowing that two of
their last three series are at home where they are tough
to beat. Western has won its last 18 series at Denes
Field and 44 of their last 54 home games dating back
to 2009.
“We are comfortable playing here, so it will give us a
lift,” senior second baseman Matt Payton said.
Ridings hasn’t lost a start at home since his sophomore season and sees the next three weekends as a
chance to build momentum heading into the Sun Belt
Conference Tournament on May 26.
“We love playing here. We pitch exceptionally here,”
he said. “Hopefully that will give us some momentum
heading into the postseason.”
Not only is the pitching better at Denes Field, but so

SITUATION
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

At 6-10 in league play, South Alabama rounds out
the top seven, followed by Western at 6-13 and Middle
Tennessee at 5-17 — a stark difference from last year’s
tournament picture.
Head Coach Tyra Perry saw Western finish second
behind Troy in the Sun Belt standings last year.
“We were in a different position last year where
we won some games early,” Perry said. “We weren’t
struggling to get in the tournament. Instead we were
fighting to win a better seeding in the tournament this
time last year.”
Regardless of last season’s success, senior Brooke
Reed said the Lady Toppers play their best softball in
high-pressure situations.
“We always rise to the occasion. That’s our team,”
Reed said. “In some kind of way, we like to put our-

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
is Western’s hitting. The Toppers average 9.3 runs per
game at home — nearly two more than they do on the
road.
Myers said the past three weeks have the team’s attention.
“There won’t be a lack of focus,” Myers said. “The
guys know they have worked their rear ends off to put
them in a position to do some neat things.”
Western will look to jump up the standings this weekend against Arkansas Little-Rock, which sits at second
to last in the Sun Belt. Myers said he is confident the
team will play with as much intensity as they have all
season.
“I think this weekend we are going to come out and
play as hard as we have all year,” Myers said. “The next
three weeks could define who you are, and it all starts
this weekend.”
Ridings will be on the mound for the Toppers as they
face Little Rock at 6 p.m. Friday at Denes Field.

selves in tough situations so we can work ourselves
out of them.”
With Sun Belt wins necessary this weekend, Reed
said she feels like the Lady Tops are already in the
postseason.
“The conference tournament really starts this weekend,” Reed said. “We have to get these two games in
this weekend, and we are ready to get going.”
The Lady Toppers’ ability to play their best when
the game is on the line is what gives both Reed and
Antone their confidence going into the must-win situation on Saturday.
The fate of Western’s season will be decided in the
doubleheader beginning at 1 p.m. on Saturday against
the Blue Raiders in Murfreesboro, Tenn.
“I keep saying over and over, ‘We are going to be
leaving Tuesday to go to conference,’” Antone said.
“I think when we get to the tournament, people won’t
expect us to do anything, so why not prove them
wrong?”

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD CLASSIFIEDS
270-745-2653

Alex Marks:Classiﬁeds Manager

For Rent
2 bedroom 1 bath house close
to campus $350/mo.
Call 270-796-3169
Close to WKU 2 bedroom
$450 per month plus deposit
and utilities phone 796-7949
Free Rent A WKU alum who has
special needs is looking to move
back to BG this fall and is
looking for a personal aide. A
live-in will get free rent plus
$$$$. A non-live-in starts at
$10/hour. This is a rewarding and
ﬂexible position. If interested,
email nettwc@yahoo.com

Summer Receptionist
Position Available!
15-20 hours a week
(speciﬁc hours mandatory)
If interested in speciﬁc hours
please email Rachel at the
address below.
You can also submit your
resume to:
rpeacock@chandlerpropertymanagement.com or apply in
person at our ofﬁce:
908 Broadway Avenue
Bowling Green, KY 42101

COLUMN
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

So Western had to seek replacements for season two
just the same as those poor folks from NBC filled four
key roles in “Hang Time” after its first season on the air.
Now comes the true test: Can Athletics Director
Ross Bjork and Head Coach Willie Taggart weather the
storm that Elson couldn’t, that left Selig seeking a safe
place in Norfolk, Va., that could end up as the top revenue generator — or money pit — in the whole athletic
department?
And I haven’t started with basketball, where success
at Western awards coaches with a step up in the ranks,
and failure kicks them out the door. After underperforming last season, coaches Mary Taylor Cowles and Ken

McDonald have ensured that their 2010-2011 seasons
will be their most pivotal yet.
Cowles will always have the burden of former Lady
Topper greatness on her shoulders, trying to resurrect a
program that is one of just eight in women’s Division
I basketball with 800 wins. McDonald’s Toppers carry
the flag for Western, and a repeat performance from last
season will leave people talking about the program’s next
head coach.
Will they all make it? All I can say is that “Hang
Time” — arguably the best basketball drama of all time
— limped through season two before having to replace
two more characters.
For the sake of Western’s athletics future, I hope the
department finds some longevity with Bjork, Taggart and
the rest. This basketball school doesn’t need another zany
year.
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City of Bowling Green

PART-TIME POSITION
Parks & Recreation Department

ATHLETIC STAFF
ASSISTANT I:
$7.25-8.25/ hr; 25 +
hours per week; evenings and weekends;
Maintain facilities
including City Parks and
Soccer Facility; duties
include grounds keeping,
cleaning restrooms/dugouts, trash pickup. Must
be 18+; High School
Diploma or GED; First
Aid & CPR certiﬁcation
a plus
Applications for employment can be
obtained at the Human Resources
Department in City Hall, 1001 College
Street or from our website at www.bgky.
org. Application deadline; 4:00 pm,
May 14, 2010. The City of Bowling Green
is an Equal Opportunity Empolyer and a
Drug-Free Workplace.

Note to Readers: The College Heights
Herald screens ads for misleading or
false claims but cannot guarantee any
ad or claim. Please use caution when
answering ads, especially when asked
to send money or provide credit card
information The College Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or
validity of these paid classiﬁed ads.

Vette City Liquors has
full and part-time positions available.
Apply in person at
3032 Louisville Rd.

782-1900

WKUHERALD.COM

WKUHERALD.COM
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Lady Toppers
in must-win
situation
By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com

Senior Lindsay Antone said the Lady
Toppers are known for how well they perform in the Sun Belt Conference Tournament.
But Western has yet to secure a trip to
Mobile, Ala., for the tournament on May
12.
Standing in the Lady Tops’ way is a
doubleheader this weekend against Middle
Tennessee — a team hungry for revenge
and fighting for the eighth spot in the Sun
Belt standings and a trip to Mobile.
The Lady Toppers took a crucial conference win from the Blue Raiders on April
29.
“That win gives us a lot of confidence
going into these next two games, but we
can’t take them for granted,” Antone said.
“We are not pushing too hard — just finetuning some things and getting ourselves
prepared for Saturday. We have to go in and
play hard.”
Western must finish in the top eight in
the conference by win percentage to earn a
place in the tournament.
The Lady Tops’ down-to-the-wire play
just to make the tournament has resulted
from early season Sun Belt losses and a
canceled three-game series against South
Alabama last weekend.

CHRIS FRYER/HERALD

Freshman inﬁelder Tyler Muse struggles to ﬁeld a ball during batting exercises Wednesday afternoon at Denes Field. The team is gearing up for their ﬁnal three weekends of regular-season play before heading to the conference tournament at Middle Tennessee State.

The Home Stretch
Tops focused after taking their lumps
By MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

SEE SITUATION, PAGE 11
Once upon a time, Western was off
to a 26-7 start and ranked as high as
18th in the national polls.
Just four weeks have passed, and
now the Toppers (31-16, 12-9 Sun Belt
Conference) have lost nine of their last
14 games, putting them in a three-way
tie for fifth in the league standings.
Associate Head Coach Matt Myers

COLUMN

Gauging
Western’s
'Hang Time'

said he knew the speed bump was going to come, and it was just a matter of
how the team would respond to it.
“What we have done the first twothirds of the season has exceeded everyone’s expectations of us after what
we lost last year,” Myers said. “It was
almost like, ‘When is the speed bump
going to come, how high is it, and can
we get over it?’ But of course we will
get over it.”
Senior pitcher Matt Ridings had a

streak of eight consecutive starts with
a win, but his last two have resulted in
a no-decision and a loss for his record.
Ridings said Western is as focused as
ever, and the Tops are ready to get back
to their February and March form.
“We hit a bump in the road and are
sitting in a corner right now,” Ridings
said. “Our backs are on the wall, but we
are still in good shape.”
SEE FOCUSED, PAGE 11

Toppers eyeing professional ranks

I always knew Western was a basketball school more than anything else.
But the 2009-2010 year? It’s been
more like everyone’s favorite basketball
TV show.
Dig deep, and I promise you’ll remember “Hang Time” in the back of your
mind. It’s the one that had a mildly successful run on
NBC’s morning block from
1995-2000
and then went
straight to cable for reruns.
It’s the one
that featured
guest appearances by NBA
stars like Kobe
Bryant
and JONATHAN LINTNER
scored a real Thoughts from the Jon
coach — Reggie Theus — sports@chherald.com
as its resident
on-set hoops expert.
It’s the one that also became famous
for sporadic cast changes no matter how
important the character — kind of like
Western’s zany 2009-2010 school year.
I could go into the up-the-Hill administration changes that seem to happen
every week, but there are too many to
count. Instead, the focus is on the offices
over in Diddle Arena and HouchensSmith Stadium.
There’s that famous quote from former
Athletics Director Wood Selig about how
few coaches and athletic directors make
it through the transition to the Football
Bowl Subdivision. In the case of Selig
and former football coach David Elson,
neither of them made it past season one
of full-fledged FBS membership.

CAMERON

CARTER

RIDINGS

By MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

Last season the Toppers had six
players selected in the Major League
Baseball Draft, with five of them taking their talents to the next level. The
2010 MLB Draft will be held June 7-9,
and Western has a chance to match its
total draftees from last year.

Senior pitcher Matt Ridings
Ridings was picked in the 25th round
of last year’s draft but decided to return
to Western for his senior season. He’s
the Toppers’ all-time leader in wins
and strikeouts and is the active national
leader in all-time wins. Ridings said his
biggest goal is to be drafted higher than
he was last year.
“I offer experience going through
college playing competitive ball for
four years,” Ridings said. “I am a
bulldog on the mound, and hopefully
somebody sees that.”

Senior pitchers Shane
Cameron and Bart Carter
Cameron and Carter don’t have the
same resume as Ridings does, but Associate Head Coach Matt Myers said they’re
both deserving. Cameron has compiled
a 9-2 record in his two seasons at Western. Carter was Sun Belt Freshman of the
Year in 2007 and has 20 total wins as a
Topper.
Myers said the chance of playing in

PAYTON

WELLS

RICE

DAVIS

the big leagues is the biggest motivation
some of these players have, and he hopes
Cameron and Carter get a chance to show
their stuff.
“It keeps you driving,” Myers said. “If
you come here and are content with it being your last level of play, sometimes you
won’t have the drive.”

a little bit.”
Payton said he has learned a lot at
Western and hopes to take his talents to
the next level
“I learned most to take it one at-bat
at a time,” Payton said. “If you get out,
you can’t let it affect the rest of your
game.”

Senior ﬁrst baseman
Jake Wells

Junior catcher Matt Rice

Though Wells has not had eyepopping statistics during his four
years at Western, his consecutive
game streak will probably be on the
minds of scouts as the draft nears.
Wells has started 168 straight games
for the Toppers and has a career-high
39 RBIs this season.

Senior second baseman
Matt Payton
Payton is widely considered one of
the top infielders in the country, but
this year he has started hitting the ball
better than he had in his previous three
years. He currently leads the team in
batting average at .378 and extra-base
hits with 29.
Myers said what Payton does cannot
be replaced.
“He has shown he can do it with
the stick,” Myers said. “He’s a plus
defender, an above-average runner
and is a tough, great kid. Because of
his work ethic, he is going to play for

Rice will likely be drafted and face a
decision to leave for the majors or come
back for his senior year. Last season, he
set a single-season Western record with
101 hits, and this year he leads the team
in home runs with 10 and RBI with 55.
Myers said Rice is a dual-threat
catcher with a lot of pro potential.
“Not a lot of guys can catch and hit,”
Myers said. “He has really improved
his throwing too. No one really steals
bases on him.”

Sophomore pitcher
Rye Davis
After redshirting last season due to
an eye injury, Davis is now three years
out of high school and MLB Drafteligible. Davis is a prototypical MLB
pitcher with his 6-5, 250-pound stature
and a fastball speed in the mid-90s.
He worked as a starter and closer as a
freshman but this season has been used
primarily as a closer. In just 40.2 innings,
Davis has used his fastball to account for
54 strike-outs and a 2.21 ERA.

SEE COLUMN, PAGE 11
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